
Can I apply if I am working in a medium not listed in your call? 
Our facilities are very focused on ceramics, printmaking, textiles, and darkroom photography. 
We have set things up this way because we are passionate about creating opportunities for 
artists to work in these mediums! Ceramics, printmaking, textiles, and darkroom photography 
require large, expensive equipment that is often not feasible to have in an at-home studio for 
many artists, and artist residencies often do not focus on these mediums due to the equipment 
requirements. 
 
While we do have some flexible work space for folks looking to create work outside of our 
mediums of focus, we do not have facilities or equipment at this time for artists who are primarily 
working in other mediums. 
 
That being said, if you primarily work in another medium but would like to do a residency at 
Alchemy to produce work in our focus areas, you are welcome to apply! And if you are working 
in a medium that does not require any special equipment that is out of our focus area, you are 
also welcome to apply. Please note that for these situations, you will need to think about 
bringing more supplies than those who are applying in our focus areas. Each artist-in-residence 
will have their own private workspace in our Art Barn facility, and they can bring their own 
equipment and materials to use there. 
 
What artmaking facilities are available? 
We have two artmaking facilities on separate properties that are walking distance from each 
other. Our facilities are community studio spaces that are used by visiting artists-in-residence, 
local artists-in-residence, AAC staff, and studio members here on the island.  
 
Alchemy Old Town/Ceramics: The art studio at Alchemy Old Town is our original artmaking 
space. It houses our ceramics facilities.  
 
The Art Barn: In 2025, we acquired a former lavender farm, which includes a 15,000 sq ft 
building that we are transforming into an arts space! We are calling this facility the Art Barn. The 
Art Barn currently houses our community art studio, which has equipment and shared studio 
space for printmaking, fiber art, 2D media, and more. AIRS will have a dedicated studio space in 
the art barn that they can set up as they wish. 
 
AIRs have 24 access to all studio spaces. 
 
Detailed descriptions of our studio and equipment can be found here.  
 
Additionally, we are situated on a parcel of 9 acres of hilly, forested land as well as a 20 acre 
lavender farm, and artists are welcome to create work outside. 
 
Can I come for a shorter period of time? 

https://alchemyartcenter.com/facilities


We have occasionally accommodated people who needed a shortened time frame by splitting 
our Spring cohort in half (one 6 week stint divided into 3 weeks, for example), but we have 
limited flexibility for shorter residencies, for the following reasons: 

●​ Each cohort includes multiple components (workshops, community outreach activities, 
final show, artist talk) that are difficult to coordinate for short timeframes.  

●​ San Juan Island is remote, and visiting artists need time to settle in after they travel here. 
●​ Part of the magic of being a resident is becoming part of the Alchemy community, and 

the broader island community. This takes time! 
●​ Our artist-led youth mentorships are offered in month-long chunks of time, because kids 

benefit from making deeper connections with their mentors. 
●​ Coordinating arrivals/departures and orienting new artists to our living accommodations 

and studios takes time and energy, and we are a small staff. 
●​ In receiving feedback from past AIRs, most people wished they had more time 

(especially ceramics AIRs, who literally cannot create their work in less than 1 month.) 

 
If you are interested in a shorter residency, please apply to our teaching/special projects 
residency. We do not offer shorter residencies for our summer sessions. 
 
Can I bring my partner/child/friend/pet? 
While AIRs are welcome to have guests come visit for short portions of time, we do not have the 
capacity to host guests of AIRS for the full duration of a residency. If you would like to attend 
with another person, they would need to submit a separate application.  
 
We have cats, chickens, goats, and a dog and cannot accommodate pets unless they are 
service animals. 
 
 
Do I need to have a car? 
San Juan Island is very remote and rural. Local infrastructure reflects this - we do not have bike 
lanes and there is extremely limited seasonal bus service. If you are able to bring a car, you’ll be 
able to explore more and have more autonomy. That being said, AIRs who do not bring a car 
have been able to get around via carpooling with other AIRs/Alchemy residents, bike/e-bike, etc. 
Most people who go this route say they wish they had brought a car, so do what you will with 
that information! 
 
Do I need to be extroverted? 
Nope! Much of the work exchange for the residency program involves engaging with the public, 
whether through teaching small classes to adults or through outreach activities with children. 
AIRs will need to be comfortable with that aspect of the program, but beyond this, it is up to 
each person how much they want to socialize. We have found that being open, flexible, and 
adaptable are the key personality traits that matter for thriving in this residency. Please keep in 
mind that you will be living communally with 8-11 other people, while you are not expected to be 



extroverted, you will likely have less privacy than you are accustomed to in a more traditional 
living environment. 
 
Which spaces are communal and which are private? Who will I be sharing space with? 
Each AIR stays in their own private cabin. Cabins are very rustic and simple, with electricity but 
no heat, water, or private bathroom facilities. AIRs will also get a dedicated private cubicle-style 
studio space inside the Art Barn. 
 
Communal spaces include a bathroom/shower house, kitchen, geodesic dome, and outside 
areas. These are shared with 2-3 AIRS at a time as well as the Alchemy residents (the majority 
of our 12-ish person staff). The studios are also shared spaces, with AIRS, staff, and studio 
members. 
 
 
Is Alchemy Art Center accessible? 
Alchemy Old Town, which houses the ceramics studio and our darkroom, is unfortunately not 
ADA accessible yet. We are working on this but it is a rustic property and the studio has stairs at 
both entry points and there is a set of stairs that goes up a hill to access it. Paths leading to 
residential cabins are foottrails that cannot accommodate a wheelchair but could potentially 
accommodate someone with limited mobility. If you have any questions related to accessibility, 
please contact us. 
 
The Art Barn, which houses our printmaking, textiles, and 2D equipment, is ADA accessible. We 
are in the process of building out ADA-accessible residency accommodations there, but these 
will not be available until 2027. 
 
 


